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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – July 9, 2020 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency in the State of New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive 
Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members present: Chair Glenn Page and 
Richard Sainsbury, and Ruth Snyder at Whitcomb Hall and Michael York and Selectmen’s Representative 
Sylvester Karasinski via Zoom.  
 
Absent:  Jane Johnson, Scott Self and Alternate Steve Malone                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
Others Present:  
Julius Peel, Jess Allen, Kevin Provost, Mike Habiby, Dillant-Hopkins Airport Manager David Hickling, Jim & 
Carol Peale, Bob Mitchell, Roberta Visser 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop, or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 
892 7148 7801. If there is difficulty accessing the meeting, please call (603) 352-7411 ext. 108. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Snyder that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Sainsbury with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of June 25, 2020 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to 
approve the meeting Minutes of June 25, 2020. There was a second to the motion by Snyder 
and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call except Karasinski who abstained. Motion 
passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS: 
Subdivision Application 
Fieldstone Land Consultants, on behalf of Broadvest Corporation submitted a Subdivision Application for 
a 20-lot subdivision of the property located at 81 Arrowcrest Drive and shown at Tax Map 20, Lot 153. 
The existing property is approximately 32.5 acres in size. The applicant is proposing to subdivide the 
property into 11 single-family lots and 9 two-family lots for a total of 29 units. There is an existing single-
family home on the property that will remain on the proposed Lot 1. This property is located at the end 
of the existing Arrowcrest Drive and the subdivision would include extending the road approximately 
2,280 linear feet to provide access to the new lots. The applicant requested a continuance to July 23rd. 
 

http://www.zoom.us,using/


 
Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
July 9, 2020 
Page 2 of 4 
 

Motion was made by York to continue review of the application of Fieldstone Land Consultants, 
on behalf of Broadvest Corporation for a 20-lot subdivision of the property located at 81 
Arrowcrest Drive and shown at Tax Map 20, Lot 153 to July 23, 2020 meeting of the Planning 
Board. There was a second to the motion by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Monadnock Choppers, LLC has submitted a Multi-Tenant Application to operate a helicopter flight 
school at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport located at 80 Airport Road. The subject property is shown at 
Tax Map 37, Lot 36. Monadnock Choppers is proposing to use space in the airport terminal building for 
classroom purposes. A hangar adjacent to Aviation Drive off Old Homestead Highway would be used for 
storing helicopters.  The Planning Board’s consideration of this Multi-Tenant Application is limited to the 
space being leased for classroom purposes and associated parking, lighting, signage, etc. Under the 
Consent Decree the Planning Board cannot regulate or impose conditions on the helicopter flight 
operations.  
 
The airport terminal is located in the Business District and educational facilities are a permitted use in 
the district. The helicopter flight school would operate Monday – Saturday, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
It is estimated the school would have one full-time employee and serve four customers per day on 
average. 
 
Discussion by the Board: applicant Kevin Provost was present.  Provost said he and Hickling wish to do as 
much as they can to mitigate noise. Dave Hickling is Airport Manager. Provost said he will operate with 
consideration of all concerns. He said his helicopters are 4-cylinder engines with 2 rotors and they are 
not like other helicopters such as Medevac helicopters. His intention is to fly over the least populated 
areas of Keene and Swanzey. He noted he is now a resident of Swanzey having purchased a home on 
Taft Road. Bachler asked Provost to address parking and classroom space. Provost said the terminal 
space is for his office and the office and lobby area will be for ground instruction. They may be using 
Monadnock Aviation space as well.  Parking is not an issue, there is plenty of parking and perhaps four 
cars might be there at one time. Hangar space will be allowing some parking inside and parking in front 
of the hangar.  He said this is for flight instruction. 
 
York asked if Provost was using a “hard deck”.  Provost said he is not using one but will be flying above 
1,000 feet Above Ground Level (AGL) for populated areas.   
 
Page said a school is a different operation than other helicopter uses.  It is a federally funded airport and 
millions of dollars has been invested in the airport. The City of Keene must abide by federal regulations 
and the applicant is subject to those regulations as well. Bachler spoke about a court case which led to a 
Consent Decree to define Town regulatory authority, and that authority is limited to ancillary, non-
governmental uses at the airport.  
 
Bachler provide directions for participating in the public hearing.  
 
Public hearing opened at 6:18 pm 
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Discussion: Mike Habiby spoke. Habiby said he operates the Tartan Fox Inn near the airport and has no 
problem with planes taking off and landing because the noise is only momentary. His concern is the 
decibel level for the helicopters and asked Provost to provide details. Provost said a Cessna 172, Piper 
Cherokee, and other single propeller planes make noise at between 74-82 decibels and his helicopter 
operates at 76 decibels. The other question was about running engines while sitting on the ground. 
Provost said hovering will be conducted over runway 1-4 which is the most westerly runway.  He said 
when he is hovering he cannot be heard from the airport fence. He also said he is happy to work with 
Habiby to accommodate any concerns.  He noted the operation is mostly 9 – 5 pm but he may operate 
for night training and 30 minutes after sunset is considered at night.  Because sunset occurs at different 
times of the year, that could be as late at night as 10 pm.  
 
Habiby said he seems to be hearing that this is mostly informational and the citizens of Swanzey have no 
choice in the matter. Provost said that is essentially correct, but he is trying to address concerns. He said 
he wants to be a good neighbor. Habiby said he felt his questions were answered and time will tell. His 
biggest concern is listening to a helicopter for an hour at one time. He said he is trying to avoid irritation 
level with his guests. Provost said he has no intention to dive bomb anyone’s home. Good pilots are safe 
courteous persons, he said. 
 
Jim and Carol Peale at 67 Old Homestead Highway spoke next. They have been in their house 33 years 
and were living there when the other helicopter school was here. Carol Peale said her concern is the 
flight path. She said the other school buzzed over their home repeatedly. Provost said he can appreciate 
folks not wanting to have a helicopter passing over and over again the same location. He referred to 
standard traffic pattern and when there is traffic, all the traffic falls in line to take off and land on the 
runway.  He said there is a bit more flexibility with a helicopter and he does try to vary the traffic pattern 
as much as he can. Carol Peale said it would be okay as long as a helicopter was not going over and over 
again on the same pattern. Provost said the old school had eight helicopters. Provost will be flying one 
at a time. Mrs. Peel thanked Provost. 
 
Bob Mitchell, 47 Centerview Drive, referred to a July 7th memo to City of Keene City Manager Elizabeth 
Dragon, where neighborhoods and streets were listed as sensitive to noise. He requested adding 
Centerview Drive and Cresson Drive to areas of concern. He said they were impacted by the older 
helicopter school. He said the two streets are heavily populated. Hickling said that is the first he has 
heard of that area being sensitive and he will look for ways to work around that area. He said he as 
Airport Manager and City Manager Dragon are not ignoring these concerns and want the business to be 
successful. They will do what they can to decrease impact on the neighborhoods in the area.  Bachler 
thanked those who spoke. 
 
Roberta Visser spoke. She said her concern is with the aquifer. She asked how the helicopter will be 
maintained as far as oil and gas and anything that might get into the ground water. Provost said he has 
no desire to have anything leaking out of his helicopters. They use the same fuel pumps as the fixed 
wing airplanes. He said the flight school will follow all regulations and because it is a training 
environment, they perhaps may be more stringent. They will be using Best Practices said Provost.  
Bachler thanked Visser. 
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Bachler asked if there were more public comments from members of the public who were in 
attendance. There were none. 
 
Page asked for comments from the Board. Karasinski asked if any motion to approve could include an 
80-decibel limit.  Page noted that the flight school that was denied in early 2000 because of noise, 
appealed that decision and the decision was overruled. Furthermore, he said the court stated the Town 
cannot regulate noise from the aircraft. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:39 pm 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve the multi-tenant application of Monadnock Choppers 
LLC to operate a helicopter school at the Keene Dillant-Hopkins airport located at 80 Airport 
Road. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in 
favor by roll call. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS: 
Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation Grant Letter of Support 
Bachler introduced Julius Peel to speak about the request. Peel described the project in a bit of detail. 
Complete Streets application goal is to address Swanzey Center. He said it is primarily a sidewalk 
program. He spoke about costs which is about $82,000 but there is in-kind matching so that work done 
by the Department of Public works (DPW) is valued such there is no direct cost to the Town except 
a$5,000 cash contribution. He spoke about sidewalks on State Route 32 that will go to School 
Administrative Unit (SAU) building and he said the hope is to have a crosswalk planned for there. 
Sawyer’s Crossing Road to Eaton Road will also have sidewalks. Bachler said the purpose of meeting with 
the Planning Board is to ask for support.  
 

Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the Chair to sign a Letter of Support for the grant 
application to the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation. There was a second to 
the motion by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor by roll call except Karasinski 
who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
New Hampshire Municipal Association Webinars 
Bachler spoke about NH Municipal webinars scheduled and welcomed members to attend these. 
August 11 at 6 pm webinar is primarily for Planning Board members – they are all virtual meetings. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 23, 2020 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury. There was a second to the motion by Snyder with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


